PROVERBS 
THE BOOK OF WISDOM 


THE NAME: “PROVERBS” 


* The Book of Proverbs is named a the "Proverbs of Solomon" in the Hebrew Bible. 

* When translated into Greek, it became Paroimiai, or the “Proverbs” 

* Proverbs is the 3rd book in the line of Poetical books in the Bible following Job and Psalms 
* Itis the 1st book of Wisdom leading ahead of Ecclesiates and Song of Solomon. 

* Proverbs are short sentences drawn from long experience. 


* In secular culture and literature, “A proverb is a brief, simple, and popular saying, ora 
phrase that gives advice and effectively embodies a commonplace truth based on practical 
experience or common sense.” 


* There is no specific plot/story-line, no narration of history or no principal characters in the 
book. 


* It tells how to live wisely in the world. 


* Chapters: 31 
* Verses: 915 
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THE AUTHORSHIP OF PROVERBS 


* Traditionally, Solomon is attributed to be the Author of this book. 

* Solomon identitied himself as the source of most of the book. His name appears at 
the beginning of three distinct sections—Proverbs 1:1, 10:1, and 25:1 

* This covers almost all of the first 29 chapters of the book. 

* Most of its contents were completed prior to his death in 931 BC. 

* Clearly the book stayed in the southern kingdom of Judah, as Hezekiah’s men 

compiled more of Solomon’s proverbs in Proverbs 25-29. 

* This indicates that the book was likely in its final form sometime before the end of 

Hezekiah’s reign in 686 BC. 
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- THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 
_ * The extra-ordinary wisdom of Solomon began with a dream, where God had asked him what 
; he wanted most 
~_ * Solomon replied, “an understanding mind to govern people, to discern between good and 
evil” (I Kings 3:9). 
He had confessed earlier that “he was only a little chilld” (1 Kings 3:6) 


* 


* 


God was pleased with his prayer and promised him that, “no one like you has been before you 
and no one like you shall arise after you.” (1 Kings 3:12) 

Kings 4:29-31,34: 

* His very great wisdom, discernment, and breadth of understanding was as vast as the sand on 
the seashore 


ay 


_ * His wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the people of the east, and all the wisdom of Egypt. 
_ * Eventually, his tame spread throughout all the surrounding nations. 
___ * People came from all the nations to hear the wisdom of Solomon 
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* Among the many foreign dignitaries who traveled great distances to hear the wise monarch 
_ speak, Queen Sheba is notable (1 Kings 10:1-10) 
__ * Sheba is typically identified as Saba, a nation once spanning the Red Sea on the coasts of 
what are now Eritrea, Somalia, Ethiopia and Yemen 
* One of the outcomes of this encounter was Solomon “composed “3000 proverbs” and “over 
1000 songs,” 
* He could speak about a vast range of subjects, from cedar wood to different species of 
animals (I Kings 4:32-33) 
_ * We may also presume Solomon collected and edited proverbs other than his own. 
_ * Ecclesiastes 12:9-11: “9 And moreover, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught the people 
knowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out and set in order many proverbs. 10 The Preacher sought 
to tind [djacceptable words; and what was written was upright—words of truth. 11 The words of the 
wise are like goads, and the words of scholars are like well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd.” 
- * The final two chapters identify Agur (30:1) and Lemuel (31:1) as their authors, though the 
identities of these men remain mysterious in history. 


THE MAIN EMPHASIS 
__ * While other books articulate protound theological truths, lengthy narratives of triumph and 


failure, or prophetic preaching to a disobedient people, Proverbs concerns itself completely 
with instructing people in the path of wisdom. 


___. * Wisdom is expressed through application of knowledge right from getting out of bed right 


through applying values, moral behaviour and right conduct in every area of our human lite 


_ 2 THINGS PROVERBS RECOMMENDS TO BECOME WISE 
a. THE FEAR OF GOD 
_ * Its theological foundation is that “the tear of God is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 1:7). 


_ * |t means holding Him in the highest estimation and trusting Him wholeheartedly. 


_b. THE IMPORTANCE OF LISTENING 


___ * Much of the book emphasizes listening to others so that we might learn trom them and apply 


the combined knowledge of those who have gone before us—such as parents and elders—to 
the unique circumstances of our own lives a 5, Ao 


"Pastor. Gabriel Thomasraj ee Oe 


_ THE PURPOSE OF PROVERBS 
Proverbs 1:2-6 


1.TO INCREASE WISDOM / INSTRUCTION / UNDERSTANDING INSIGHTS 
* vs.2 - for gaining wisdom and instruction; for understanding words of insight; 


2.TO INFLUENCE OUR BEHAVIOR 
vs. 3 - for receiving instruction in prudent behavior, doing what is right and just and fair; 


3. TO INSTRUCT THE YOUNGER GENERATION 
vs.4-5 - for giving prudence to those who are simple, knowledge and discretion to the young- let 
__ the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance— 


___ 4, TO INTERPRET WISE SAYINGS 
vs.6 - for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of the wise... 
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‘STYLES OF NARRATION 
The poetry of Proverbs takes several forms: 


1. Discourse. 

* The first nine chapters of Proverbs 
poetically argue the advantage of 
wisdom. 

* This argument is progressively developed 

* Wisdom is personified as a lady who 
cares for young men, rewards them, and 


protects them. 


2. Two-liners. 
* Once you're through the first 9 chapters, 


two-liners dominate the book of Proverbs. 


¢ 3 styles of writing can be noticed: 
(i) SIMILARITY (Prov. 26:17), 
(ii) CONTRAST (Prov. 10:7), 
(iii) CONSEQUENCE (Prov. 25:17). 


3. Lists. 
* These sayings bring a group of seemingly 
random observances and profoundly 


expose something they have in common. 
* Example: Proverbs 30:29-31. 


4. Acrostics. 
* Each line in Proverbs 31:10-31 begins 
with the next letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet. 


A WOMEN IN PROVERBS 
2 * WOMAN - PERSONIFYING “WISDOM” 


* 1:20-21: 3:14-18; 4:7-8: 8:1-36 and 9:1-12. 
* In chapter 8 Lady Wisdom speaks for herself. Not only is she beautiful but powerful. Kings come to her for advice. 


WOMAN - PERSONIFYING “FOOLISHNESS” 
Proverbs 9:13-18 


* 


* 


THE WOMAN WHO BUILDS 
Proverbs 14:1 - Wise Builder 
Proverbs 11:16 - Gracious Woman 


* * %* * 


Proverbs 31: The Virtuous Woman 


THE WOMAN WHO BREAKS 
Proverbs 23:27 - a Harlot 

Proverbs 7 - Adulterous Woman 
Proverbs 21:9 - Quarrelsome Woman 
Proverbs 11:22 - Foolish Woman 


* * %**« %* * 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE BOOK 


- Prologue: Purpose and Theme (1:1-7) 
- The Superiority of the Way of Wisdom (1:8-9:18) 
o Appeals and Warnings Confronting Youth (1:8- 
33) 
1. Enticements to secure happiness by violence 
(1:8-19) 
2. Warnings against rejecting wisdom (1:20-33) 
o Commendation of Wisdom (chs. 2-4) 
1. Benefits of accepting wisdom’s instructions 
(ch. 2) 
2. Wisdom bestows well-being (3:1-20) 
3. Wisdom’s instructions and benefits (3:21-35) 
4. Challenge to hold on to wisdom (ch. 4) 
o Warnings against Folly (chs. 5-7) 
1. Warning against adultery (ch. 5) 
2. Warning against perverse ways (6:1-19) 
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3. Cost of committing adultery (6:20-35) 
4. Warning against the enticements of an 
adulteress (ch. 7) 
o Appeals Addressed to Youth (chs. 8-9) 
1. Wisdom’s appeal (ch. 8) 
2. Invitations of wisdom and folly (ch. 9) 


- The Main Collection of Solomon's Proverbs (10:1 


—22:16) 


- The Thirty Sayings of the Wise (22:1 7-—24:22) 
- Additional Sayings of the Wise (24:23-34) 
¢ Hezekiah’s Collection of Solomon's Proverbs 


(chs. 25-29) 


- The Sayings of Agur (ch. 30) 
- The Sayings of King Lemuel (31:1-9) 
- Epilogue: The Ideal Wife (31:10-31) 


